
Why we created Ralph...  
what he does for Don. 

R A L P H  t h e  h o m e  

a s s i s t a n t  

THE  STORY  OF  
DON  AND  RALPH 

Ra lph  i s  a vo ice  commanded home con tro l,  mon i-

tor ing ,  and supervisory s ystem.  It  use s vo ice  

recogn i t ion  to  t ake commands  from the homes  

occupants  and  t alks  back to them w ith speech  

syn thes is .   For those  th a t cannot ,  or  wou ld  

ra ther not u se  th e vo ice  s ys tem, pu shbut ton con-

tro l o f Ralph  is  avai l ab le .  A soph is t i ca ted  ar t i f i-

c ia l  in te l l i gen ce (A I)  s ys tem hand les  cond it ions  

out s ide  o f  i ts  t yp ical  p rogrammin g . .    

The  s ys tem has  addi t ion a l modules th at  can  be 

added  to  in c lude  med icat ion reminders ,  mon itor-

ing  for  movemen t  in  home ,  ca l l  spec if i c  peop le  i f  

ce rt a in  condi t ion s ex i st .  E ach Ralph  s ys tem con-

s is ts  o f  numerous  modu les  th at  toge ther a l low 

the  s ystem to perform the  requ ired  t ask s and  can 

have  add it iona l  modu les  loaded  a s n eeded  for  

add i t ion al  capab i l it ies .   Modu les  a re  ava i lab le  in  

severa l ca tegor ies  th a t in c lude  ass is tan ce to  

hand icapped ,  as s i st an ce  for  b l ind ,  genera l  home  

automat ion ,  home  heat in g  and a ir  cond it ion in g , 

home  secur it y ,  in te rne t,  home  theate r  and re -

mote con tro l p lus  many others .  

Ralph Home Assistant 

What is Ralph? 

And what he can do  

for you! 

Using Assistive 

Technology  

to Improve the 

Quality of Life  



Don has lived a relatively normal and 

happy life, he has three grown children 

and a dozen grandchildren.  

 

His life and lifestyle were dramatically 

changed in April of 2001 when his wife 

passed away. She 

had always done 

things around the 

house, like turning 

on and off 

lights, closing 

drapes and cur-

tains, answering the door, adjusting the 

thermostat, getting in the mail and news-

paper, and hundreds of other "little 

things" that Don couldn't physically do.  

It looked like Don was going to either 

have to sell his home or pay someone to 

stay with him in the home.  

 

Don's friends would not let that happen, they all 

pitched in to "remodel" the house so he could at 

least stay in it. They also decided to make it even 

better and give him more freedom than he had 

ever had. 

One of his friends, a computer consultant and 

engineer, began a project to automate all of the 

"little things" in Don's house. He also decided to 

create a "digital companion" that could talk and 

respond to verbal commands and queries. The 

"companion" was named "Ralph" by Don, and the 

project became known as "Project Ralph".  

Project Ralph created a home for Don that he 

could live in, by having the computer do all the 

physical things he couldn't. Ralph controls all of 

the lighting, heating and air conditioning, 

doors, drapery, curtains and blinds, be-

sides monitoring the home for intruders, 

lack of motion from Don, and reminds him 

to take medicines when he 

needs to, reads news and 

weather for him, keeps track 

of his grocery shopping lists, calls people for him 

on the telephone, answers the phone when he's 

not able to, and provides a 24 hour a day 

"assistant to living". 

The system has been so successful in Don's home 

and allowed him to continue his lifestyle, that the 

entire automation system has been redesigned so 

it can be sold to anyone that can benefit from it.  

Here is a picture of Don and His 
Mother taken in 2001 

Ralph becomes  your 
personal butler, 
Valet and Concierge. 

Ralph… 
in the beginning 

It’s not just for the handicapped 

The RALPH technology has been designed to help any-

one, not just the handicapped.  By adding the systems 

to control heating, lighting and television/stereo equip-

ment, RALPH becomes a perfect home automation sys-

tem for any home, and at its low price its ideal for the 

small to medium sized home as well as the largest! 

Because it uses advanced artificial intelligence,  RALPH 

can make life much easier for everyone, Simply ask 

RALPH to add any item you need to your shopping list 

and he will do it and then print you the list when you are 

ready to go shopping.  You can set up “scenes” so you 

can tell RALPH you want to watch TV and he will close 

the appropriate drapes, dim the lights, turn on the TV 

and answer the phone so as not to disturb you.  You can 

tell Ralph you are hosting a party and he will set the 

mood in the house through lighting and mood music 

throughout the house.   

To find out more and get a quotation of a RALPH system for 

your own home, just ask your dealer to help you fill out a sim-

ple questionnaire and find out how surprisingly inexpensive it 

is to have an intelligent house of the future today! 

Ralph Authorized Dealer: 
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